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Standard Operating Procedure
Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS)
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1. Purpose
To ensure that where a resident who lacks capacity is deprived of their liberty for their own safety, this is lawfully authorised, regularly reviewed, and least-restrictive. DoLS protects residents' human rights.
2. When this procedure applies (the trigger)
1. A resident lacks the capacity to consent to their care/accommodation arrangements, AND those arrangements amount to a deprivation of liberty (e.g. continuous supervision and control and not free to leave).
1. An existing authorisation is due to expire or the resident's situation has changed.
3. What to do — step by step
1. Identify whether the resident may be deprived of their liberty (consider the 'acid test': under continuous supervision and control, and not free to leave).
1. Ensure a mental capacity assessment has been done for the relevant decision (see CARE-04) and least-restrictive options have been considered.
1. Apply to the supervisory body (Local Authority) for a standard authorisation. Use an urgent authorisation if the deprivation needs to start immediately.
1. Keep a copy of the application and any authorisation, including its conditions and expiry date, in the care plan.
1. Comply with any conditions attached to the authorisation and support the resident's representative (RPR) and right to challenge.
1. Diarise the expiry date and apply for renewal in good time. Review if the resident's circumstances change.
1. Make the CQC statutory notification regarding the DoLS outcome where required (see SG-02).
4. Do and Don't summary
	✓ WHAT YOU SHOULD DO
1. Apply the acid test and identify possible deprivations
1. Ensure a capacity assessment underpins it
1. Apply to the Local Authority for authorisation
1. Follow conditions and diarise the expiry/renewal
1. Use the least-restrictive option always
	✗ WHAT YOU SHOULD NOT DO
1. Do NOT deprive someone of liberty without authorisation
1. Do NOT let an authorisation lapse without renewing
1. Do NOT ignore conditions attached to it
1. Do NOT restrict more than necessary
1. Do NOT forget the CQC notification where required



5. Who to contact
	Manager
	Name: Andrea Tomkins   Tel: 01704 564801 / 07912 939719

	Local Authority DoLS team (supervisory body)
	Tel: 0151 934 3109

	Resident's representative (RPR) / IMCA
	______________

	CQC
	03000 616161



6. Recording
Where to record this: use the Central DoLS Log (in Forms & Logs) to track every resident's DoLS status and expiry date; keep assessments and authorisations in PCS.
Keep capacity assessments, applications, authorisations, conditions and review dates in the care plan and in a central DoLS log. CQC checks that deprivations are lawfully authorised and current.
7. Related procedures
1. Mental capacity SOP (CARE-04)
1. Care plans SOP (CARE-01)
1. CQC notifications SOP (SG-02)
8. Manager review checklist
Confirm: a central DoLS log with expiry dates exists; the Local Authority DoLS contact is filled in; staff understand the acid test. Note: DoLS may be replaced by the Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS) in future — check current law. Complete header boxes and mark 'Done'.
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